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Time to share some Holiday spirit with fellow dive 
buddies!  Please join us at the December meeting to 
enjoy a holiday feast provided by the club.  This year 
we also have a special surprise for all club members attending (from the 
Scuba Secret Santa).  We will continue the tradition of the Chinese gift ex-
change.   Please bring a wrapped gift valued at approximately $20 if you’d 
like to participate.  The club will provide the meal, non-alcoholic beverages 
and light dessert.   If you’d like to share a holiday dessert, we’ll welcome 
more sweets!  Bring your holiday spirit and your appetite for fun. 

Down Under Dive 
Club 

December’s DUDC Monthly  Meeting  
is  Wednesday, December 12th @ 7:00 pm.  
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Safety: This time of year there are lots of parties. Remember, a lot more people get 
hurt in car crashes than in diving accidents. If you have that extra drink , let someone 
else drive home. Also watch out for the other guy that had one too many.  
 
Have a safe and happy holiday season. Dale.  



 

Event   Time   Member's Cost                    Coordinator 
Phone # / E-mail   

DUDC Club  
Meeting  Indian River Lagoon House 

 Wednesday, 
12/12/2007  
@ 7:00 p.m 

 Free    Bill Allen info@downunderdiveclub.com 

DUDC Board Meeting  Tuesday,  
12/17/2007 @ 7 p.m. 

Free  Contact any Board Member to 
Attend 

Cancellation Policy for Club Sponsored Dives:    Deposits will be refunded with 2 weeks notice of  the 
scheduled event or with a paid replacement divers.  Refunds of money paid after the 2 week cancellation 
period is subject to board approval.  All requests for refunds after this period MUST be made in writing.  
Money and deposits are refunded when dives are cancelled by the Charter or DUDC. 

ALL DIVES MUST BE PAID PRIOR TO THE DAY OF THE DIVE.  
 (This calendar is tentative and subject to change.)     
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Annual Membership Renewal 
 
It's that time again when the Down Under Dive Club members need to start thinking about renew-
ing for the 2008 year.  As in the past the dues are $25.00 for a single renewal and $35.00 for a 
family renewal.  New this year is a streamlining of the process.  We will still be using the Mem-
bership Application form like we did last year but for renewing.  All we ask is that you check the 
renewal box and enter your name.  After that we don't need anything else unless information 
such address or emergency contact has changed.  Then just sign it and forward it to me, Bill Al-
len, or the new membership chairman.  No need to redo the Liability Release as the one we used 
last year is good until you don't renew as a member.   
 
So, that's it.  In a nutshell all we need is your name, signature (dated), and any new information.  
I just couldn't figure out how to make it simpler.   
 
Dues are payable on January 1 of each year and are delinquent as of March 1 of each year.  
Both the Membership Application and Liability Release are available for download at the club 
website, www.downunderdiveclub.com.   If you have any questions see me or drop me an email 
through the website. 
 
Keep in mind, No Shirt, No Shoes, No Service.  Translation; No Membership Application, No Li-
ability Release, No Club Diving. 
 
I look forward to another great year of diving with all of you. 
 
Bill Allen 
DUDC Membership Chairman 
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Thanks to Marilyn Mazzoil and Carol Harwood for an interesting presenta-
tion to enlighten us about dolphin research and behavior in the Indian 
River Lagoon.  Enclosed is a schedule of 2008 Free Lecture Series at the 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute.   



West Palm Beach Trip Report 
 

Date: November 13, 2007 
Charter:  Pura Vida Divers 
 
 
Yep work sucks and I was lucky enough to get out of it for a day 
to celebrate a friend’s Birthday with a day of diving.  
 
As I am in my early 40’s I always welcome to opportunity to cele-
brate Birthdays with the “younger crowd”. People who are still celebrating birthdays that in their 20’s 
exhibit a overall different outlook in the world and I was lucky to be invited to join Debi as she cele-

brated her 29th Birthday (again).  
 
We are diving on a Tuesday and the more 
I dive during the week the more I am think-
ing about rearranging my work schedule to 
work Sundays’, leaving a weekday for div-
ing. Weekday diving is the best, small 
groups, no rush to get on the boat or back 
to the dock at the end of the day. Driving to 
West Palm we still were in no rush. We 
had to be at the docks at 9am, giving us a 7am departure from Mel-
bourne, so much better than the 5am departures. We were on the Pura 
Vida, the second time I was on this boat and the second time being in 

rough seas on this boat. Although a small boat it is built right for rough seas, great ladders without 
much sway in the large swales and the Captain and Crew know how to handle this boat in these 

conditions. Beside our group, a total of three there were only two 
other divers on the boat, three more including the Dive Master. 
Plenty of room to be able to negotiate the chores at hand with 
switching gear in the large swales.  
 
Our first dive, Paul’s Reef. Viz was shot, only about 20 feet and 
the water are starting to cool down a 
bit. The temp has cooled down to 80 
degrees and moderate current. Al-
though the viz was pretty much shot 
there was still a lot to see on the reef. 
The colors of the corals and sponges 

were vibrant, schools of fish, grunts, snappers, angles. The activity on 
the reef was crazy. As we dove on the ledges of the reef the activity 
just seemed to get busier. Every nook and cranny seemed to have 
something in it. 
 
Our second dive was at Forth Window. To me viz just seemed to get 
worse and I made a cardinal mistake. With the cloudy water and me 
having a late drop I lost my dive buddies. I saw them on the descent, 
but after taking a 360 turn to check out my surrounding I could get a 
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(Continued from page 4) 

visual on them again. I continued my descent to the bottom. As I ap-
proached the bottom, through the murk of the water I saw a giant 
shadow of a Ray, with his (or hers) assembly of cobia in tow. From the 
spook of the murk and the 
nervousness of being solo I 
sore it was the largest I had 
ever seen. This was later 
verified by my dive buddies. 
I hit bottom and started 
slowing with the current, 
making a 360 degree signal 
beacon out of dive light in 
hope of uniting with my fel-
low divers. As I was wide 
eyed I was buzzed by two reef sharks, although small they passed 

within 10 feet of me, did I mention I was nervous? Just then, about 20 feet of my starboard and free 
swimming Goliath passed. With the drum of his being resounding through the water, I completed a 
10 minute search for the dive party. Following protocol I called off the dive, ascended and was 
quickly picked up the boat. I climbed on board through the 4 to 5 and 6 foot seas, they offered to 
drop me the party but I called it a day. My diving was done now it was time to change into some dry 
clothes, stow my gear and start thinking of lunch. 
 
Lunch, but of course the Brass Ring. Hot wings and cold beer. 
Some of the crew joined us for the birthday celebration and after a 
relaxing lunch we headed home. Making a pit stop at the Stuart 
Rest Stop we saw a beautiful rainbow and found the pot of gold at 
the end of it. Well it really wasn’t gold 
but it I consider it a treasure as I do with 
all my friends. It was the birthday girl. 
Happy 29th Birthday Debi. 
 
As always, remember… 
 
Work Sucks and I went diving. 
 
See ya… 
 
Tom C. 
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Ocean Science Lecture Series – 2008 
 
The Ocean Science Lecture Series provides a forum for Harbor Branch's scientists to share their 
most recent discoveries with our neighboring communities.  Lectures are held in the auditorium of the 
Johnson Education Center on the Harbor Branch campus, 5600 U.S. 1 North, Fort Pierce.  Presenta-
tions are at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., followed by a meet-the-speaker reception.  There is no charge to 
attend.   If you are interested in sponsoring a speaker, or if you have any questions about the Ocean 
Science Lecture Series, please contact Jill Sunderland at (772) 465-2400, ext. 506, or email at edu-
cation@hboi.edu. 
 
January 9            Shirley Pomponi – Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute at Florida Atlantic Uni-

versity: Ocean Science for a better world 
 
January 16          Diane Littler, Mark Littler, and Dennis Hanisak – Submersed Plants of the Indian 

River Lagoon: A Floristic Inventory and Field Guide 
 
January 23          Brian Lapointe – Corals at the Crossroads: The True Life Adventures of Doc Ford 
 
January 30          Susan Laramore – Where Have All the Lobsters Gone? 
 
February 6          Peter McCarthy – The Bacterial Community of Sponges: Microbial Ecology Meets Bio-

technology 
 
February 13        Clay Cook – Symbiosis in the Sea: "Living Together Can Be Fun" 
 
February 20        Fraser Dalgleish – Underwater Imaging 
 
February 27        Amber Shawl, Megan Davis, and Paul Wills – The Oceans Need More Fish: A Closer 

Look at Aquaculture and Stock Enhancement   
 
March 5              John Scarpa – What’s in Your Clam Chowder? 
 
March 12             Greg Bossart – The Indian River Lagoon Dolphin Health Assessment Program: New 

Findings on What’s Ailing Flipper 
 
March 19             Lee Frey – Intelligent Swarms: The Next Evolution in Marine Robotics 
 
March 26            Greg O’Corry-Crowe – Molecular Genetic Studies of Arctic Marine Mammals: Top 

Predators in a Changing Environment 
 



 

Jupiter Trip Report 
 

Date: November 17, 2007 
Charter:  Emerald Charters 
 
No Babysitting here. 
 
Wow, what have we been looking for? What would 
you say to finding a boat for Advanced Divers ran by 

Advanced Divers and 
Crew. The boat is Em-
erald, owned and operated by Mr. Randy Jordan in 
Jupiter. This was my first, of what I hope for many 
more, outings with Randy. His boat, Emerald, is 42 
feet and equipped for up to 20 divers, the real cool 
thing is he only takes out 10 max. This a three tank 
dive with a Gourmet Box Lunch served between the 
second and third 
dives. 

 
Plan for a full day, being on the dock at 8am, for a 
departure soon after. Depending on the seas you 
may find yourself on profiles pushing beyond 100 
feet. This boat is hunter and recreational diver 
friendly.  

 
This is my second writing of this 
story. The first one I drifted and 
tried to tell you of all the good 
things of the day I dove with them. After a quick proof read I was 
up to 3 pages. In the footsteps of Howard Cousell of Monday 
Night Football fame it could have been the “Turkey Talking” or 
writing. I could easily go into several pages but I’ll make this 
short and to the point. 
 
Great Boat, Great Captain and Crew, Great Friends, Great Sto-

ries told between dives and Great Food. If you are an Advanced Diver, dive this boat.  
 
See ya, 
 
Tom C. 
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Underwater Photography on Display in Local Gallery 
 
After 36 years of capturing the beauty and awe of the underwater 
world, John Dockendorf is now being shown publically in a gallery 
for the first time a series “Up Close and Personal”, a look at the 
creatures and fish of the ocean in a larger-than-life view. There’s 
nothing quite like being face-to-face mere inches from a fish, eel or 
critter underwater with a camera, and to successfully bring back an 

image from their natural habitat 
showing them as they are, colorful, 
cautious and at the same time curious. With today’s camera tech-
nology and a little skill, it’s possible to create stunning enlarge-
ments of 13 X 19 inches or more, of critters large and small, some 
less than one inch in size, allowing continued appreciation long af-
ter the photograph is taken. Whether seeing 
the phosphorescent twinkle in the eyes of a 
Puffer fish, the multicolored spirals of a 
Christmas Tree Worm or the fire in the eyes 
of a Golden Eel, one can’t help but be enam-

ored with the incredible variety and splendor of the underwater world. That’s 
why I dive! 
To see all the images, come by the gallery at: 
Rockledge Gardens 
253 South US Hwy #1 
Rockledge, FL 32955 
www.rockledgegardens.com 
On Friday evenings, December 7th, 14th and 21st from 5:00-7:00PM, a Lights, Wine & Cheese 
(free) Open-house is planned, enabling one to stroll through the gardens and gallery, with opportu-
nity to meet the artists and ask questions about their art. It’s open to the public. See you there. 
For more information about the photography series, contact John Dockendorf at jdocken-
dorf@downunderdiveclub.com. 

2007 Diving Almanac and Yearbook 
Copies of the 2007 Diving Almanac and Yearbook will be available at the 
December DUDC meeting. This reference book by Jeffrey Gallant on the 
world of diving provides an exhaustive reference on diving related topics 
such as essentials, medicine, equipment, activities, types of diving and 
more. Thanks to the author, who exhibited at the Florida Dive Show in Ft 
Lauderdale the first weekend in December, we have 2 boxes of alma-
nacs available. Normally $20.00 each on their website, http://www.
divingalmanac.com , they are available while they last, free for club 
members at the December meeting. Enjoy! 
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         The Down Under Dive Club is located in Melbourne on the sunny east 
central coast of Florida. Formed in 1984 by a group of enthusiastic divers, 
DUDC currently has about 100 members. Our mission is to promote safe, 
organized dive events, provide a social setting comfortable to everyone, and 
encourage environmental responsibility among the diving community. Our 
past dives have covered the Atlantic ocean, from Georgia to Bonaire. We 
organize all types of dives: drift dives, wreck dives, shore dives, live-
aboards, spring dives, and even shark dives! Our members include a di-
verse group of divers.  There are men, women and kids, ages from 11 to 
65+ with all certification levels from new Open Water divers to Instructors. 
 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 PM at the 
Indian River Lagoon House, Located just south of University Blvd. on US1 
in Melbourne. Door prizes are awarded each month and we book a fascinat-
ing assortment of guest speakers. We invite everyone interested in SCUBA 
diving to stop by for some stimulating conversation, meet our group, and 
have some fun! If you have any questions, you can E-mail us at 
info@downunderdiveclub.com  

Board of Directors  

President :                       Michael Wheat  mwheat@downunderdiveclub.com 727-1028 

Vice President:                     Rochelle Hood  rhood@downunderdiveclub.com  

Treasurer Bob Carmichael bcarmichael@downunderdiveclub.com  

Secretary:                       John Dockendorf jdockendorf@downunderdiveclub.com  

Membership:                 Bill Allen  ballen@downunderdiveclub.com  

Safety Officer:  Dale Purchase  dpurchase@downunderdiveclub.com  

Dive Coordinator:  Tom Croonquist tjcroonquist@downunderdiveclub  

    MEMBERS AT 
LARGE: 

   

Newsletter Editor:                    Debi Buck dbuck@downunderdiveclub.com  
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